
Clark County AAH Groups Remove 3,800 
Pounds of Litter From SR 14 in Two Days
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It’s a dirty job — and lucky for us, someone is doing it!  
In just one weekend, three Adopt-a-Highway (AAH) 
groups removed approximately 3,800 pounds of litter 
from six miles of State Route 14 in Clark County.

On Saturday, March 5, two AAH groups from the 
Georgia Pacific mill in Camas gathered over 250 bags of 
trash from four miles of SR 14 between the west side of 
Lady Island in Camas and 15th Street in Washougal. The 
group of 26 Georgia Pacific employees from the Consumer 
Products and Technical Operations departments picked up 
litter for approximately eight hours that day.

On Sunday, March 6, eight members of the Kiwanis 
Club of Cascade Park AAH group and the Mountain 
View High School Key Club removed 40 bags of litter 
from two miles of SR 14 between I-205 and the  
NE 164th Avenue exit. The group spent three hours 
clearing trash from their adopted section of highway.

“This is a huge amount of litter that these dedicated 
folks removed from our highway in a relatively short time 
frame — equivalent to the weight of a full size sedan,” 
said Washington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) Southwest Region Administrator 
Don Wagner.  “This kind of effort not only helps make 
our state highways more attractive, but also helps save 
taxpayer money. We should all be very grateful that  
we have people like this in our community.”

The total cost to state taxpayers for the work done 
by the Georgia Pacific and Kiwanis Club groups last 
weekend was a mere $182.68 disposal fee. The work 
done by AAH groups saves the state approximately 
$250,000 a year in labor costs.
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Adopt-a-Highway Groups
Category

Businesses 400

Clubs/Associations 337

Services/Fraternal Organizations 136

Military 64

Religious 107

Public Service 65

Schools 120

Corrections 7

Individuals/Families 126

Miscellaneous 17

 Total 1,379

Celebrate Earth Day  
Schedule a Litter Pick-up

Earth Day is a celebration to raise awareness  
of our environment and to promote conserva-
tion of our natural resources. Earth day is 

Friday, April 22

In honor of this day, all of the Adopt-a-
Highway crews are encouraged to schedule 
a litter pick-up during the week or over the 
weekend. Please visit http://www.earthday.net 
for more information about Earth Day events 
and activities. 



Adopt-a-Highway Volunteers Help Restore 
Native Plants on Whidbey Island

On a Saturday morning in October 
2004, WSDOT crews and several 
Whidbey Island AAH groups worked 
together to restore and replant a large, 
steep hillside above SR 525 with 
native shrubs and trees.

 Approximately 30 volunteers, 
including members of AAH groups 
from Whidbey Island 
Naval Air Station’s color 
guard, Island Transit, and 
Knights of Columbus – 
St. Hubert Council, dem-
onstrated their support 
for this $50,000 project by 
showing up to plant native 
trees and shrubs for nearly 
two hours.

 Working together, 
WSDOT and volunteers 
planted more than 2,000 
native shrubs and trees, 
including snowberry, 
nootka rose, Oregon 
grape, ocean spray, and 
Douglas and Grand Fir. 

Th is planting project is part of 
WSDOT’s larger goal to minimize 
herbicide use along state highways 
in Island County.

“Island County feels very passion-
ate about reducing herbicides along 
highways,” said WSDOT Roadside 
Maintenance Manager Ray Willard. 

“Our goal is to work with the com-
munity to restore native plants near 
highways as one way to minimize 
herbicide use in Island County. With 
time, the plants that were planted last 
fall will develop into a naturally self-
sustaining plant community, requiring 
minimal maintenance.”

AAH volunteers and WSDOT crews donate their time and energy to restore native plant-life.
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Thank You, Washington State 
Adopt-a-Highway Crews

Without your hard work and dedication to keeping 
the highways of Washington litter-free, it’s scary to 
think what our beautiful state might look like. 

With the total number of crews reaching nearly 1,400, 
I am confi dent that the standard of quality and cleanliness 
the Adopt-a-Highway (AAH) team has set will continue 
to bet met, if not exceeded.

In 2003 alone, the Department of Ecology reports 
that over seven million pounds of garbage were picked 
up on Washington State highways. Th e commitment 
by Washington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) AAH crews, the Department of Ecology 

and other groups, to keeping this state attractive for all of 
its residents and visitors is essential.

Th ank you for your time, eff ort, and devotion. Your pride 
in our state shows through your noble work to keep our 
roadsides looking clean. You are important role models 
and assets to your communities and our state as a whole.

Sincerely,

Doug MacDonald
Secretary of Transportation



What Do Herbicides and Litter Control Have in Common?
Th e answer could be 

you. Th e fact is WSDOT 
occasionally applies her-
bicides to control weeds 
and unwanted vegetation 
on the roadsides. Th ere is 
a chance that when you go 
out to pick up litter, your 
adopted area could have 
recently been treated.

Herbicides are typically 
applied at low rates and 
only on unwanted weeds.  

Th e herbicides used 
by WSDOT have very 
low potential risk for any 
exposure that may occur 
as a result of picking up 

litter. You can reduce your 
risk even more by wearing 
gloves and appropriate 
safety attire as required in 
your Adopt-a-Highway 
agreement.

If you are planning a 
pick-up event and have 
questions or concerns 
about herbicides sprayed 
in your adopted area, 
please contact your local 
AAH coordinator for 
more information.
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A WSDOT maintenance crew member “spot sprays” roadside weeds.

Paperwork, paperwork, 
paperwork . . . 

Filling out forms is almost never fun, but sometimes 
it just has to be done. We realize the Adopt-a-Highway 
 activity form is one more piece of paperwork to worry 
about, but it is the only way we have to keep track of how 
much our volunteers are doing. With nearly 1,400 groups 

in the state volunteering to pick up litter, there are a lot of 
you to keep track of! We appreciate all the activity reports 
we get, but we’re pretty sure not everyone sends a report in 
every time they go out and pick up litter.

We want to give everyone credit for the work they have 
done, but the only way that can happen is if we receive the 
activities form from each and every one of you. Th e hours 
recorded on the forms are also the basis for the insurance 
premiums we pay to the Department of Labor and 
Industries for coverage of our volunteer work force.

Please take the time to fi ll out and send the activity 
report to your regional coordinator after you have com-
pleted a litter pickup. Th ank you for your cooperation.Adopt-a-Highway Volunteer Participant Activity Report

All participants must have a signed Adopt-a-Highway Volunteer Registration Form on file with WSDOT.

Name of Organization

Name of Group Leader

Date Participant Name Last Four Digits of Hours Worked
(Please print) Social Security Number From To Total

TOTAL HOURS THIS SHEET 

List any activities accomplished other than litter control: 

Completion of this form after each event is required by law to secure provision of
program medical aid benefits.
Return completed list within 7 calendar days after each litter pick up to:

DOT Form 520-030, Revised 7/98
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You Can Never Be Too Safe
As you and your crews are out on the highways, 

picking up litter, there is a certain degree of risk 
involved.  While the Adopt-a-Highway cause that 
you are supporting is very important, the safety of you 
and your fellow crew members is even more important. 
Please follow these guidelines each time you go out 
for a cleanup:
❏ Wear the orange  

safety vests and  
hard hats provided  
by WSDOT.

❏ Use the warning signs and vehicle-mounted 
strobe lights to alert motorists that you are on 
or near the highway.

❏ Go over the safety rules and review the video 
shown to first-time volunteers — even if you’ve 
been volunteering for many years.
In the 13 years that the program has been active, 

there has never been a traffic-related accident with 
any of the AAH crews and WSDOT, along with 
everyone else involved, wants to keep this safety 
record flawless. 

For any safety questions or issues, or if your 
group needs any of the safety supplies provided by 
WSDOT, please contact your AAH coordinator.

Adopt-a-Highway Contacts

State Program Managers

Ray Willard
360-705-7865
WillarR@wsdot.wa.gov
Helen Simmonds
360-705-7866
SimmonH@wsdot.wa.gov

Local Coordinators 
(by county)

Adams and Lincoln
Kathy Coley
509-324-6583
ColeyK@wsdot.wa.gov
Asotin, Columbia, Garfield, 
and Walla Walla
Debi Iben
509-527-4548
Ibend@wsdot.wa.gov
Benton and Franklin
Mike Kukes
509-577-1933
KukesM@wsdot.wa.gov
Chelan, Douglas, Grant, 
and Okanogan
Shellee Ludeman
509-667-2800
LudemaS@wsdot.wa.gov 

Clallam and Jefferson
Bill Riley
360-457-2713
RileyW@wsdot.wa.gov
Clark and Cowlitz
Sharon Morgan
360-905-2131
MorganS@wsdot.wa.gov
Ferry, Pend Oreille, 
and Stevens
Becky Putnam
509-324-6580 
509-684-7434
PutnamB@wsdot.wa.gov
Franklin and Whitman
Nanette Thomas
509-324-6581
Thomanm@wsdot.wa.gov
Grays Harbor
Barbara James
360-533-9346
Bjames@wsdot.wa.gov
Island and Skagit
Randy Nelson
360-848-7230
nelsorc@wsdot.wa.gov

King
Gordon Elley   (north)
425-739-3738
Elleygk@wsdot.wa.gov
Vern Riley       (south)
253-372-5681
RileyV@wsdot.wa.gov
Kitsap and Mason
Clay Wilcox
360-874-3050
WilcoxC@wsdot.wa.gov
Klickitat and Skamania
June Church
509-773-4533
ChurchJ@wsdot.wa.gov
Kittitas
Terry Kukes
509-577-1907
KukesT@wsdot.wa.gov
Lewis
Pearl Moltz
360-740-8640
MoltzP@wsdot.wa.gov
Pacific and Wahkiakum
Edie Stritmatter
360-942-2092
StritmE@wsdot.wa.gov

Pierce and Thurston
Alan Nelson
253-983-7550
NelsonA@wsdot.wa.gov
Snohomish
Rich Lawson   (west)
425-339-1780
LawsonR@wsdot.wa.gov
Lois Reitz        (east)
360-805-1151
RetizL@wsdot.wa.gov
Spokane
Brenda Satalick
509-324-6585
satalib@wsdot.wa.gov
Whatcom
Martha Belanger
360-676-2100
belangm@wsdot.wa.gov
Yakima
Don Wherry
509-575-2593
WherryD@wsdot.wa.gov
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